
Jesus was the ultimate storyteller.  He loved to use Parables to teach essen-
tial lessons while preaching.  His parables are some of the most common 
teachings from the Bible.  Within these parables are some of the life chang-
ing lessons that exemplify Christianity.  This summer, Rev. Rik Marion will 
look at the Parables each week beginning Sunday, June 6.  Please make 
church an important part of your summer and learn about the love of Jesus 
as taught through the Parables. 

 
 
August 8:  Part 8 – The Parables of Preparation 
Text:  Matthew 25  Theme:  These parables tell us 
that Jesus is coming back and we better be ready! 
 
 

 
 
August 15: Part 9—The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
Text: Luke 10:25-37  Theme: Luke has structured chap-
ter 10 to be about Christian discipleship and this parable 
isn’t simply about being kind but  
doing evangelism Jesus style. 
 
 
 

 
August 22: Part 10—The Parables of the New Wine 
and New Patch 
Text:  Luke 5:33-39  (Matthew 9:14-17, Mark 2:18-
22) Theme:  God is always leading his people in new 
directions.  Get ready! 
 

 
 
August 29: Part 11—Parables on Money Matters 
Text: Luke 16:1-5, 19-31  Theme: How we handle money 
and possessions says much about our relationship to 
God. 
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pair up with another parent or fam-
ily if you prefer.   
 Other people and groups in 
the church are also invited to pro-
vide a meal.  This is a great time to 
get to know the students of Village 
UMC and for them to get to know 
you.    
 

Fall Retreat for Youth 
 
 On Sunday, August 29th, 
plans for the Fall Retreat will be dis-
cussed.  If you want to participate, 
please bring your calendar and at-
tend Youth at 4 p.m.  This two or 
three day event will get us away 
from our normal environment and 
allow us to reconnect with God after 
the busy summer and back to 
school time. 

rinth, play football, visit with 
friends and enjoy a meal.  The day 
ends with youth led worship.   
 The van leaves the church 
at 3 p.m.  Please let Kathryn if you 
are planning on attending. 
 
Snack Suppers Beginning in 

September 
 
 The Youth department is 
recruiting volunteers for Snack 
Suppers beginning in September.  
These small meals, served at 5 
p.m. on Sunday afternoons, pro-
vide the students and adults a 
time of fellowship around a com-
mon meal.   
 Parents are encouraged to 
commit to one 
Sunday this 
fall.  You may 
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Appalachia Service Project 
Sharing in Worship  

 
 Wear your ASP t-shirt to 
church on August 15th.  Pictures will 
be shared with the 
congregation, as well 
as stories about the 
week in mission.   
 
Gather With District Friends at 

Oozefest 
 
 It’s time to get muddy at 
Oozefest on Sunday, August 22nd.  
Bring a full change of clothes and a 
towel if you plan on getting muddy.  
There will be lots of other activities 
for those who 
don’t want to 
get dirty.  
Walk the laby-

Student Ministries 

Education Ministries 

Engaging Post-Christian  
Culture  

Our Mission in a New Context 
 
 The Crusaders Class has 
started a new DVD study from Q So-
ciety Room.  In this class, students 
will explore the postmodern post-
Christian and post-American world, 
where church no longer exists at the 
center of society.  There was a time 
when most people grew up attend-
ing church.  Christians held influ-
ence in the public square and Amer-
ica was still thought of as a 
“Christian Nation.”  This is not the 
reality anymore.  We live in a post-
Christian contest.  While Christians 
could bemoan the reality, it is not 
all bad news.  The end of the Chris-
tian American dream is the begin-
ning of a new opportunity.   

FALL 2010  
BIBLE STUDIES 

OFFERED AT 
VILLAGE UNITED 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 

Jesus in the Gospels:  led by Julie 
Hayes. This 32 week study  
focuses on the portraits of Jesus  
found in the four Gospels—
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.   
Orientation will be Thursday,  
September 16th at 6:00 p.m.  

Disciple I:  led by Pastor Rik 
Marion. The first of the Disciple 
Bible Study Series, this 34-week 
study will move through the bibli-
cal story from Creation to the New 
Jerusalem.  study will be held on 
Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. 
and Tuesday evenings at 6:00 
p.m.  beginning September 14th.   

How the Holy Spirit deals with 
Stress: led by Rev. Chester  
Phyffer.  Come be a part of a sup-
port group and learn how the Holy 
Spirit, prayer, and meditation can 
alleviate everyday stress in your 
life.  This study will be held on 
Tuesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. 
beginning September 21st.   
 
 “Letters From Dad”:  led by Steve 
Muns.  Would you like to be a part 
of this fellowship of men?  We will 
be studying the Bible and putting 
God’s word into action.  We will 
also confront issues in our spiri-
tual walks and the challenges we 
face in our personal and profes-
sional endeavors.  Date and time 
to be announced later. 
Ladies of all ages:  The Wednes-
day Night Ladies Group will  
be starting a new Bible Study this 
fall as well.  Details later. 
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