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Village UMC is a Shelter in the Storm

This past week, Village UMC has been the center of many people’s
attention as storms barreled down on the city. Whenever the weather gets
bad, the phone starts ringing with people concerned about finding a safe
place to ride out the storm. The official word is that we do not open the shel-
ter unless there is a tornado siren, or the City of the Village calls the church.
However, if the church is already open, many people find their way to the
safety of the basement when the skies get dark. On Monday, people flocked
to the church as the sirens rang above The Village. The storms missed us
that night, but the volunteers pitched in and kept people organized and safe
during the frenzy.

On Sunday, the weather looked tumultuous again and the neighbors
drove up to the church for shelter once again. The Youth were preparing for
their weekly gathering time. Instead of playing Jungle Pong and eating the
leftover cookies from the Graduation Reception, they put on orange vests
and got to work making sure there were weather radios in each room, flash-
lights ready for the loss of power and chairs for everyone. Adults from the
church and the community also volunteered to help organize the shelter and
usher people in from the parking lot as the hail began.

When the storm passed, everyone went their separate ways. After
examining their cars and looking at the leftover hail, they made their way
home to see if there was any further damage. It was nice to know that the
church is still a place where people come to seek shelter. These particular
times the shelter was from the weather, but the church is also a shelter from
other elements in our world. At church one can find shelter from the busy-
ness of the world, the constant bid for our attention. You can seek a break
from being everything to everyone and commune with God through worship.
Take some time this week and pray for those who are picking up the pieces
after the storm. Those who have damage from the hail and tornadoes, and
those who have damage from life. We all need shelter sometime.

ATTENTION...ATTENTION

With the recent storms here in the Village and surrounding areas we
have had to open our Storm Shelter twice within the last week, with an aver-
age of 150 folks showing up each time. We have depleted some of our sup-
plies and are in need of bottled water, "C" & "D" batteries, any battery oper-
ated radios would also be appreciated. If you have a converter box for the
old T.V.'s that you are no longer using, we could certainly use a couple of
those too.
Thank you for helping to keep our community safe and provided for.
Emergency Response Team.
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